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There are not many hisiories of Jiterature, in
whatever langurige, which van be read with the un-
faqging interest likely to be excited by this
work, sven {n tliose who are quite iguorant of the
German tongue and who have only that gonioral ne-
qunintance with o few German winstel pieccs wliien
translations are sappossl 1o faeuish to every nan
of fair education, A clear and animated etyle,
talent for jndicious condeisition, power of gen-
eralizing skill in arcangeuent, and o gift of rapil
and effective narvative, are amonz the attractions
of the anthor'n manner. Bul a veiy lirge shinie of
his snccess I8 attributable ‘to his excellant plan,
Althongh the unmber of writers mentioned and
clinracworized in the book is very lurge, nud the
statoment of what they secomplishel is precise and
ample, the survey of terman Hteraturs is not

biographieal, but historieal,

the literary movement s always treated in con-
nection with relitical aud sociul ehanges, the tuut-
uations of religions and philosophical vpinion, the
intlaenve of forelgn intercourse and of popular
elos of morality —in s word, with the general
coitrse of the eivillzation of which it isthe most
striking phenomenon, Ina broad veview of this
Eind there 1s no placs for the minnte schoolmaster
aty e of eritieism, whieh disscets an guthot’s sen-
tences, bulinees the merits and dofects of his work-
manship, anl assigns to each of his chiel produe-
fions ils Pelalive rank—a criticisn of whict D
Samnel Julimson was  the mpst distinguished pro-
fessor. Neither s thero place for that modera hio-
graphical style which studies an autibor's works by
tue tight of s personal adventores, and treats the

poet, not us o developent of his timo and  eirciam- |

etances, but as the isolated prodact of a special
creation. kach of these meshods hasits uses in
Titerary eritieisn bt peither s adequate for a cow-
prehensive tistory of literatare,

Two clasaical periods nre generally recognized in .

German literaturs, but out author Lelieves that
there wore in reahity threo; although of the tirst
every text perished except fragments of o single
gone.its poetical ereations wer: revivel o the hero-
legends of the seconil period, and were thus Lianile:l
on toonr dav. The three culinating points of
German literary history are sepa atied from each
other by iutervals of ahoat GOO
poriods of greatest dupres-ion are the smime distance
apurt.,  The Germun wpational epie attained its
Lighest developuent aboat Ad 1. 600, In the tenth
century enltnrs bad declined to i lowost depth;
and althonzh some remnant of it was carefully pre-
servoil in the monasteries, whero thers was consid-
erable activity in the metrical troatment of relig-
tous st also of secular themes, the popular poot of
the period was the roving minstrel, or gleeman, who
waudered from sonrt to conrt with the latest news,
and may properly bo ealled the journalist of Lis
L AEHITLN He was & coarse ann irrevercnt jesier, work-
ing over old materials withont nuproving them:
and we weet with hardly any traee of creative
power or postie taste nutil o century later, when
literatiie, imstead of being merely an amusement
for the people, bocanie a serious pursmit of the
knightly aristoeratic eluss. This was the dnwn of
chivalry, sl with it cama the revival of German
heroe sonz and the golden age of Middle Hi
wian postey.  Aboat tue vear 1200 the half-for
toa hero-legonds ||~J|-1mu-\nl, and were vinbodied in
the * Nilwinngonlied ™ and “ Gaden,” and  lyrie
and opic poets of thie first order arose, like Wollram
voi Eschenbineh, Gottfried von Strassbarg, and
Walther vou der Vogelwehile, The secount of these
famons poems, and of these three famons poets,
filling a considerable  part of the first volume, will
fascinate the reader by briltiant and penetrating
eriticisin, vivid pictures of the remoto past, ol ex-
traonlinary aptitase for the difficult art of telling &
wlony.

Lit the next era of decline, whick lasted until the
period of the Relormation o somewhat later, our
Listorian hosa great deal tosay upon the only
aspect of his sulyoect which ronses in him the poloin-
fenl spirit. The decay of poctry afier the thir-
ecnutl century is attributable, he thines, not toin-
trinsic canses, but fo varions outside hostile -
flueuess, The lncrénse of the trading interest, the
passion for material improvement, the diversion to
mercantile and industrial enterprises of the enecgy
erusitdus,

oneo expeudol in high veustures Hke thio
the rransformation of political and social life by |
the new prosperity, even the incroase of learning
anil the extension of practical research, had a
Llighting effect npon the imaginative faenltios,
exactly as a similar phase of eiv ilization seeins  to
have in our own day. Hot the greatest enemy ol
pootry was the Chinreh, All through the history of
literatire we trace o conilict betwoeen the secnlar
ideal of life, w‘:u I iaspivel poetry, and the reliz-
foms ideal pre ! v the olergy. The life of
plexsure, i !uh:--n o, ray lmor, cheerful content
with satnre and  satisfaotion in sensuons besuty,
the life which s dulacta poot ot the Midille Ages
personifivd as * Lady World "—this was the life
which the typlesl singer celebratod, and literature
was richest procissly when this ideal had the
firmest hold npon the general wnnd, The popular
gongs of the wandering minstrels und the verses of
entvaliie vottrtiors ran in the ssme direction; only
the love of witw and or what FProfessor
Seherar, eaphomistieally, but in all seriousness,
calls “ libern) morality,” was more riotons with
gleomen than with knights. The standard virtones
of chivalrv. as the listorisn acknowledges, beeane
very differeut from those of the relizious ideal.
Loyalty, hionor. genorosity, moderation, steadiast-
ness—these were the iiglicst qualities of knighthood,
as postey  anderstond it Bt loyaity in a bud ser-
vice may bea vice, bonor weaut livtle more than
the love of reputation, generosity was vagne in its
oMjeets, muderation included liberal morals pro-
vided the sins were not seaudalously open,steadtost-
noss was often only sell-esteent,  The characteristic
knightly virtues were quite consistent with @
very evil life. Professor Scherver's sympathies are
wholly with the secilar ideal. e loves the lgzht
hissrted singer for whom the world is voongh, and
the seif-reliant Titan who will make his own fute
aitd ask no help frow the golds. e has no tolerance
for the % gloomy ” temperament which hroods over
the I.nt thines, or what he calls the " canting
oty ¥ whieh would numper the fres expression of
uataral populse in deference to the prejudices of
roligion, Yot if poetry becume what he represents
14, oné can readily understand bow it fell under
the ban of the preacher. The *beantiful seenlar
life * which it reileeted was oot beantiful at all
Its strongest marks, between the twelith and the
fifteenth gontury, got (o be raping aml sensual in-
dualgence, sspecinlly nnebastity. When St. Francis
sent out his Prosclung Friars  their mission was to
scourge the vices of a society corrupt in every
bravch, from the popes down to the poets; and the
degradation of literature which they sttacked was
enly one symiptom of & general declive. The most
notable of the Fraucisean orators, according to our
author, was Berthold of Regensbherg, ¢ It would be
a0 exaggeration to attribute to Bertbold alone the
destinction of Middle High-German poetry; but
ho is anyhow the most striking ligure AWONE Wany
similar men who zealously nttacked that beantitul
secular jife which was the source of Middle High-
German poetry, and which had alresdy began to be
threatened from other quarters. We notice the
jnfluence of the sermon in the * Sprach-poetry ! and
didactic poetry of this period ; we see it converting
the chivalrous epic Into the saintly legend, trying
to confine lyric poetry to sacred Lymns, and only
stopped in its advances by the lnviacible love of
Inoghter and desire of amusement inherent in the
massce of the people; and Berthold is the mau to
whose charge we may iay all thi.” Hardly “all
fhis,” for the change began half a century betore
Lis time, and Profeasor Scherer deplores it in the
Yast songs of Walther von der Vogelwelds, which
devoted to religlous themes. The Preaching
;::n did no# bring sbout & lasting reformatlon of
morals, and they would not Lave greatly affected
the literary expression of the secular lifo if poetry
bad not been already decaying under innuences
mwore powerful thau theirs. Sowe of tho exterual
Influences, the disorders of the sinpire, the ruin of
luzurions courts, the growth of the ecemmercial
#nd ntilitariay spirit, the increasing love of knowi-
sdge. are enumornted by our sotbor; but we are

Wannen,

Thes main sahjeet is |
the spirit and tenuency of sucoessive epochs: aud |

voars, and the |

|

1

| thear, but he is impartisl,

equally o5 manitestations of the Herry lite; and
| Mere nis habit of estinnting lilermwtare soloiy by jts
intrinsie quality as art does lim good service, The

jnstified in concluding that the germs of eorrup-
tion were in the poetry itsell, which proved falco
to its nission when i° fllowed the seonlar ienl
through the coarse dolizhitsof o lax wnd ignuble
age, Didacticism doss not overthrow art noeil aw
has tw.-n-:m cuervated by s own o e,

[ fact, n defect of Peofassur Solecer’s literary
h\lhll‘\ 18 l it s writes inoa spicit oo exclosive Iy
liturary, He estimntes ev=cything by its inddnenee
Wwpon poeiry and iu esthuating poetry Le sets o
valne somatimos intieh 200 it npon the frach and
anconsteainod exprossion of hnman Lfe and pas
sions and the delights of the pisible worlt, withont
considering the intrinsolworthiness of singr's
e
As we said m (he
author never overleoks the
Diotwnan the progress and o
the chanses in socioty aud pablie
the eritioal constderation of litesn
is toa apts to sot aside the ctlieal and
points of tho qors alfogethion,
tiow, however, to
toady Him to cortain guestionabile jod
part of lis work, it resulis on 1I:-: uiher haml in
sinpgularly elfective treatnent of the late s period
of German lteratuie, win uuin nently the whole
of the segond volume,  Lessiug is the ol ciion
to this solendid epa : Goethe presently bozgines the
contral fieure in i, and remuins o, doninating the
productive activity of all Germ He-spealiing conn-
trios, until s death, whichiis the it vhipsen Tor
the close ot this history, Professor Seleper's arrange-
ment is partly by subjects and partly by the order
of e, Vlins while he gives a comweetnl secount
of most of the writers of the period separately, | T
distribintes the remarks npon Goethie in severul soc-
tivns, some of thom  tulling far ajart, soas o ex-
Bl bis relation to thin varions gronps wliiel ap-
puared upon the scous by turns during his loug
career. This method eaables him to present o
pietire of the litecary movement of the ninetes atth
century which could have been produced in ne
other way, sud 1tsets fovth with reanrkabio ¢ lear-
ness Govthe's exceptional intlnence upou his time,
To undorstand the course of modern Geren litera
ture, we must wateh the revelution of the lesser
boddies arommd the sun of their system,

Theowngical and philosophical speenlation, his-
tory, and szientific researeh are not oy lookml in
thia division of the book, hut it is upon works of
the inagingtion and esthetic critosmn—in o waorl,
apon the belles L ttres—that Professor Scherer ox
pends withmost evident delivht the acotenoss uf
Wis fosignt aud the fervors of his appreciation.  He
passes over some fnons unmes wWith o speeid whiel
15 uot the cnstom, bat he pats all that s vecessary
it o sl space, and tells ua more in o paradiaph
than wost othier historians can tell in ball o dogen
{118 remnris wpon yarions scbiools uml upon

es, o the nltimate teadeney of his aspirations.
anr

boginaing ol this neties,
historied conue
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piorals: but
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Pages.
noted literary warlaresare free from prejudice
The battles of Komaunticism  with Ciassicalisim, of

Storm-and-Stress with  Endightenment, du not dis-
e his tair mind. e is oot judicial as belwern
tHe lovks upon thei all

Litation of bis view is stillmore steiling, and per-
Lingrs wie shiotbd say still more wactil, i Bis it
ment of the largest s most aitiientt topie ot Lis
work, the prodoet of the sonins of Goethe, His
avoidanee of philosophics! inguiry 11to the poet's
tiwories of Hie, into the bard problems of * Fans
and many other obscuve questions which liave
tempted commentiators, 8 very rauarkable, But far
mare rermarikable see the elearness wnd vizor of lis
review of the lite characteristics of l|;uf
digions tntellvctanl foree, aml of Goethe's geueral [
elation’ to varlice il coutemporary  workers |
through the form, the spirlt, awl  the literary ten-
Lis writings, 18 analytical sonmuaris |
Cu Mermunn el Doretlios,”
fhe ¥ Eloctive Aftinitics.” uaa the dra ening
with * Fanst,” ave wwdels of perspicacity. The |
anthor's final pemnrks npon * Paust 7 are also the :
s close onr noties
ant vut-

deney of
of * Willielm Meister,

S,

epilogie of the hool, aud ooy By
with JQtrotessor Scehierer's view o! the pres

ook : I

tinothe's % Fanst ™ contained a deep miosal lewaon I
for the Gerinnn wation in partieil 1t expressaal
A Jonging tor action i #0 ase w k was poor ia

Many wiittess ol Gt echo Vs spirit:
we fod the Baron von stein coutinn

the pre ominanee 0 Gernany ol
waid wpeenlative  seenee, The Ger
muts, e weote, owing to their exc hh.uu fronn al

theels,
{1 R CETHT
ally 1!1'1|I|- ing
e tuphiys

shore i pubite afuirs, il lost ail power of
tive aml had takeo to idle broodings, Awd o
winen Lhe Keformation the German
P hecome mote and mwore  introspeci Ve 1 Iuml. th
German poetry has hnt geldom gleriiied tie strou,

indomitable will which belongs (o men ol petio
Hut under the gupbance of thia same HBoajon von
stein o change seting What Goethe detnauded

Logan to e fulflled even m bis Bfe-tine, aud our
| times have seen his mlihoent eareied tarn
Liniis even too furs The bl hurvest of poetic
el was sown by thedvals of Fredoriek
le'lf L bt nn esrnmest of whiah was foo L il
lelig Tin s poers gave Lo iV ded nation the |
single comnnm pussessiogn whineh ot felt pride mnd |
gtyeigti, The poets themselves mo their wo ks !
divectly  reminded their countrymen of pa-t days |
ol political v The national  conseois

Wi QuicKen what secied ashort tome

| bofore to be @ el dream watie o welcone |
readity, o the nipetesnth century us it the tine |
teentla pesiod of literary glory was tollowed by o

| peviod of  mational expansion il eonomie pros

writy, Now, ns then, poetey D sattered therehy,
{ in 1800 the nation wos over-intelloctual, it

now beging to e over-muterin, sl threatens to

fall wader the sway of those fomleneios which
| the Germnn ol of the fourteenth and Gite
senturies, to the prejadice hoth o its eulture
deter.
A vy of all the successivo epochs of Gorman
literary hiatory will alone serve to seveal to us the
Intent capuelties of the  natiow, i tHie Liar moniiois
dovelo} t of all of which Hes its veal |-' eltion,
This || rlection way be attnined i the futal oue
sideduess, which so ensily luva hold of the terman
charaeter, ¢an be overcoms ; o, Homen will Testraih
their natural inelipations Ly couscions labor, anid
5O CAITY uver iuto th proseick amd tuture the spirit |
of the niee whicn 18 expiring,  Many Germaus of to- |
day need no spariiug in unlur to tike to the life ol
r- caerally uselul netivity, wheli Fuost ouly em
wanoes jlter often going utl evorytiing now
soeiis in favor of these proctical wen. Meanwhile |
| those who live after toethe's example, and k
poctry ws nsaeredZand national task |4.n:- to strng-
gle against wind aud  weather and to work doubly
hard, lLet them too fined encouragement in the |
words which the angels sing as they Dear aloft the |
soul of Fuust:
“ Wer tmmet rtrebar
Dén kontien wir ¢

annld
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LITERARY NOITES,

Ticknot & Co, will bring out naxt weak “ A Stroll

with Keats,” by Frances U, Browns, This volume is

made up of o series of Huminutions iustiating some
of Kents's luvelivat veras,

At the samie time this firm will publish Mr. Hender-
son's novel, ** Ihe Prelate,” and Mrs, Rose lerry
Cooke's new colleetion of short stories,

Ome of the most attractive artieles in the  Mareh
nuwber of * Toe Journal of the Military Serviee lusti-
tution " i that covtaining Captain K. H. Pratt’s se-
count of bis experience with bis Indian pupils and his
suggestions ax to the right way of dealing with the red
wan, He declaes that if the American Indinn hos
tailed to develop, unity and Americanize into one
with us it has been simply beeanse he is never invited,
urged und helped to emigrate iuto aud remsin o our
Amerioan Lie as other people are,

Mr, Caruegic's fortheomiug book = sald to be intend
ed primanly for British readers—to open the cyes of
the masses iy the United Kingdom to the wondertul
advancement —physical, moral, potitical and intelleot-
unl—of the United States during the laat Lnlt century,
an sdvancement either little understood or wiltally
miarcpresented 1 Europo,

The best thing m the March ** Lippluoott ™ is its -
stalwent of W, E, Norrla's romarkubly clever story,
« A Hachelor's Blupder 7 prouses to be uu even more
sucoessful prece of work than was * Mutrimony.”
Mr. Hottoa's paper on ** The American Play ™ is full of
futeresting deturls, many of which will be uew to his

seoarity that the people in considerable mumbers will
not take haek to themselves the poswers that they have
delepated to those who represent them is the evact

mentand enfore went of just lnws: und more han yomt

all.tha particination of the batter olemeais of sovi-ty in

the adwinwtration of justico nud in the strugglos of |,
s

politres,

A poet in et
(11 e
Howells's hesatital %

de Biie own canntry.
o Phankagdviog? reprioted
Dy e Boaton | rimee ¢ arid orosditad th ¢ Aony-
mons"  Aud this city. Lo And A poein
whie! ot tasds ite way into eclléchons, forsonth !

proplie: LAt

in bis awn

“ Lo ud * fov Mupeln ahaw o tht this miciszine
of o pbitan hsapy nnt only mabataing the
Bl L 030 Brad abier, bk s waking d

ciled progiran,
Hale's favoriis lesson ;

The eopy of the tivst edition of Pope's

i Anprar, i the snma cuse AR
Hore is Mr, |

GEAIN AND PRODUCE MA RKETS.

BATITRRS OF N5V ik DEALIYIL
Tafe was larze'y Ine t.vu-- in the grain markets
erday, though the fosmaa aldvides were ofa favor
siapraster pmd the W ITirean of Agrl
Poport 18 betto v than was sxpueted. Thin ex-
vor, was slapl.  Of corn some CERLETT
Wels were taken, Oata wers neglooted nd pinnors
slat SO0 buntials of No, = el ware purohiusml by
anippers conlid pot bo vesdied at the eloan of Lusiness

whiligtin

Corti wheat waaoluil Lut it slowst with a stealy feeling
umder tho  Infunice  of  tho  eXpuert  rumins
The opitons wern Ifrexalar and nnsetiind,
bt Lite variablon  of pricea  Was ot
| ] A llrm toue ].u-.-f-a.u-' the Gl denlings anid the
1 o mder Ll Dest heares, w‘.. enlvs
£ s Miarel, 910 :
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Lo g e bameds 100K therona wl Latd ; Lhe null-ull weko
all nru
The rreciptan? graln nk Now-York, !lulndnllrhu Raltl-

el

a1 med ¢ & . 1 s wave to his | wiore  wud [T uriay  Wer: s Toblow
the ] aml thlyane y whien he g 0 Rhar, 43500 6o corn, | G214 bishieis
frionid, Nothaoiel Figot, bos these lnes loseribed by | oire, 91809 natiens Y0634 tusneisg
him on the tiy-leaf : fonr, 21,470 surt azo, Milwauties unil =r,
I. “ t r Sth s lsln: w0,

fivim e Verne to loarn'd Pleot addresses,

The M
o Llvart, UEe his writtugs, was never found

Tin w
v,

Whon I'u;w prov'it s feiand, in Lils twochial distreanes,

Chice 1o dupger of death, once tn danger of Low.

Sepr. 23, 1726,

“ Opee i danger of death ™ bs an allugion to an acei-
dent when Pizot's enrrluge, in whicl Pope was riding,
and two ol lis fingets were seriously in-

I'he eopy is to be sold at auetion,
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